Being so short the book is necessarily sketchy and many important avenues have to be left untouched, but even so it seems a pity there is no mention of animal studies whereas an inordinate amount of space has been allocated to cybernetics, which takes up a third of the book. The aim is to illustrate and describe the common manceuvres of practical obstetrics and in this it succeeds extremely well. The outstanding feature is the beautifully drawn illustrations. The text is not of such high quality and unfortunately there are many omissions. For example, no mention is made of the use of ergometrine in the management of the normal third stage of labour though its use is mentioned in cases of post-partum hmemorrhage.
At a price of 93s 6d this book may prove beyond the means of students but those responsible for teaching will find it useful on account of the excellent illustrations.
A Short Textbook of H2matology by R B Thompson MD FRCP pp 306 illustrated 30s London: Pitman Medical Publishing Co 1961 This is a clear account of disorders of the blood from the clinical standpoint which makes no attempt to describe techniques or morphological details. The arrangement is orthodox, with a brief introduction to each group of disorders followed by a survey of the clinical features, the blood changes and the treatment of individual diseases. Each chapter is followed bya short list of references, mainly to review articles or textbooks' rather than to original papers in the field. Discussion of the theoretical background and of the value of newer techniques, particularly the study of cellular enzymes, is limited. The book can be highly recommended to the senior student but it is unfortunate that the recommendations of the International Committee for the standardization of the nomenclature of the blood clotting factors have not been followed.
The Anatomy of the Eye and Orbit by Eugene Wolff revised by R J Last MB BS FRCS 5th ed pp vii +500 illustrated £4 4s London: HKLewis 1961 The fifth edition of Eugene Wolff's 'Anatomy' preserves the essential form of the previous editions. As would be expected the sections dealing with the macroscopic anatomy are little changed. Most of the black and white drawings from Wolff's original preparations, which show so beautifully the relations of the oculomotor nerves and blood vessels in the orbits and cranium and which have been so largely responsible for the unique character of the book, have been retained.
The microscopic anatomy has been increasingly elaborated and some of the findings of electron microscopy have been introduced, with due cautions as to the significance of the interpretation of the observed appearances.
There are, however, some omissions, for example the minute anatomy of the trabecula and the blood supply of the optic nerve head regions, of considerable importance to the clinician and the subjects of recent research, might well have been included in this edition.
The terminology has been brought up to date. This is a most readable and authoritative edition, in which Professor Last has succeeded in capturing the spirit of the original work.
The Neural Basis of Human Behavior by Harold Saxton Burr PhD pp ix +261 illustrated 60s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1960 The Emeritus Professor of Anatomy at Yale University aims in this book to relate changes which occur in man's behaviour with the anatomical centres which he describes within the nervous system. He writes with enthusiasm as he unfolds the physiology of the brain and the clinical features of certain disorders of cerebral function. It can be assumed from his remark that 'nearly everyone has seen at least one case of Parkinsonism amongst people they know', that this book
